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misused by later nationalists.1 But his fundamental ideals were
quite opposed to the mentality of the present nationalism of
power and prestige. Among all the later heralds of nationality
Mazzini had most in common with Fichte, and was, indeed,
deeply influenced by him. But Fichte was not a politician ; in
particular he would never have made certain concessions which
a politician can hardly escape. He was primarily a prophet of a
new creed who believed in the power of a pure, heroic will and
clear reason to transform mankind and to realize the ideals of.
humanity. The fact that his views were grossly distorted by
disciples was a fate which he shared with many prophets.

1 6. HEGEL'S DOCTRINE OF THE STATE AND HIS ATTITUDE TO

NATIONALITY

Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel (1770-1831) was a native of
Wiirttemberg in southern Germany. The peculiar structure of
his thought, the combination of rationalism and irrationalism,
of radicalism and conservatism show an affinity to the culture
of Ms Swabian homeland with its mixture of rational humanism,
orthodoxy and mystical pietism, belief in progress and love of
the past. The political and religious circumstances of his country
early provoked Hegel's critical thought. Wiirttemberg was ruled
by a duke, but its parliament had a large share in the government.
It was composed of representatives of the towns and the Protestant
clergy, while the nobles had no representation.2 The great Whig
Charles James Fox compared the constitution to that of England.
In fact the constitution, though much more bourgeois than the
English one, was at least as oligarchic.

Hegel studied Protestant theology and philosophy and became

1 The Nazi literature, for example, represents Fichte as a Jew-hater. In one of his
early writings, indeed, he violently denounced the Jews, the officers and the nobility
for their separatism which made them States -within the State. Later, however, he
changed his views on the Jews. When the University of Berlin was founded he
became the first elected Rector. In this capacity he vigorously intervened against the
anti-Semitism of a section of the students who brutally maltreated a Jewish student and
he came into sharp conflict with the Senate which tried to palliate their behaviour and .
wanted to punish it but mildly. Cf. Max Lenz, Geschisht der Univcrsitat Berlin, 1910-
18, and J. Levy, Fichte and die Juden.

Throughout his whole academic life Fichte unrelentingly combated the uncouth
and brutal habits of the German students, their drinking and duelling, their terrorism,
etc. This brought him into great trouble with the students and their protectors.
Nevertheless, also in this respect his teachings produced effects which he had not
intended* Treitschke says- that Fichte had some responsibility for the "noble
barbarism " of the German Burschenschaft. Cf. Treitschke, Historiscke und Politische
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